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122 8TH AVENUE SOUTH
MADISON, MN 56256
320-598-7071



Thursday, January 15, 2026

Dear Cooperator,

You are receiving this letter because you are signed up to have a seeding installed with our native grass drill.  We will begin planting on May 15th or once average soil temperatures reach 50 degrees or above.

In this letter is a copy of our 2026 Drill Program Policy. Please have it signed and returned to our office (by mail or in person) by May 15th, 2026. 

All landowners must have a signed Drill policy on file with the Lac qui Parle SWCD by May 15th , 2026 or their seeding will not be scheduled.

As soon as your site is prepped, call the office and let us know (320-598-7071). If you did not order seed through the district, please drop off your seed at the office and include your name, along with any seed tags that came with it.

If your site is going into CRP:

Before we arrive, make sure the tract you are enrolling is clearly indicated so there is no confusion. Our neighbors at the Farm Service Agency can flag your site for a fee (320- 598-3226).

[bookmark: _GoBack]When we send the final invoice to you, we will also provide a copy of your invoice and seed tags to the Farm Service Agency. As well as some information to help you manage your new grassland!

On the back side of this letter, we have also included steps to ensure successful site preparation for native grass planting.  The SWCD has the right to refuse planting if a site is not prepared properly (including but not limited to, trees present, excessive vegetation, site not worked or leveled, too many rocks, too wet, etc.).

***As a reminder for CRP re-enrollment, we cannot plant into tall stands of grass and forbs, the area will need to be hayed, burnt, or tilled.


Thank you for planning your native grass planting through the Lac qui Parle Soil and Water Conservation District.  

In conservation,

Noah Swart
Conservation Technician
noah.swart@lacquiparleswcd.org
320-598-7071			


Site Preparation for your Spring/Fall planting

Proper site preparation is key when establishing native vegetation. Our native seed drill only plants seed to a depth of ¼ to ½ inch, so having a smooth, packed surface ensures proper seed to soil contact. 
	

Crop land into CRP or Buffers

· Evaluate herbicide residuals before planting. Herbicide carryover can greatly reduce or completely negate a native grass and/or forb planting. If you aren’t certain that herbicide carryover won’t affect your planting, please contact our office.

· Converting soybean fields: 
· Leave as is post-harvest. Existing stubble and compacted soil make an ideal seed bed.

· Converting corn fields:
· Chop, rake, and bale corn stalks with modern equipment*. Roll or drag to create a firm seed bed.
* Modern equipment can more effectively remove residue from field.
· Inter-seeding into native vegetation:

· Long-standing grass fields are usually very rough, making it difficult for a native seed drill to stay level and plant seed at the right depth. Remove vegetation to ground level. Two to three passes with a blade or high-speed disk, followed by rolling or field cultivating, may be necessary. See below on creating firm seed bed after disking.

Creating a firm planting bed: 

The main component to making sure you have the most successful planting is creating a firm seedbed.  The seedbed is considered firm enough when your footprint doesn’t penetrate the soil more than ¼ to ½ inch deep. An ideal seedbed should consist of ½ inch or smaller soil particles.


Herbicide treatment

· If heavy with weeds before planting, an application of glyphosate (Round-Up) 10-14 days prior to seeding will cut back competition of weeds. 
· Always read and follow herbicide label directions.



For additional assistance or for personal recommendations, please contact our office.
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