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Managing a Native Prairie: Pre-Planting
Proper site preparation is key when establishing native vegetation. A native seed drill only plants seed to a depth of ¼ to ½ inch, so having a smooth, packed surface ensures proper seed to soil contact. Based on vegetation type, a more successful establishment can be achieved by planting during a specific season.
	
Cropland into CRP

· Evaluate herbicide residuals before planting.
· Converting soybean fields: Leave as is post-harvest. Existing stubble and compacted soil make an ideal seed bed.
· Converting corn fields
· Complete fall tillage and field cultivate at earliest opportunity in the spring to remove standing corn stalks. Roll or drag field to create a firm seed bed.
- OR -
· Chop, rake, and bale corn stalks with in the fall with modern equipment*. Roll or drag to create a firm seed bed.
* Modern equipment can more effectively remove residue from field.
· Creating a firm planting bed: The main component to making sure you have the most successful planting is creating a firm seedbed.  The seedbed is considered firm enough when your footprint doesn’t penetrate the soil more than ¼ to ½ inch deep.

Inter-seeding into native vegetation

· Long-standing grass fields are usually very rough, making it difficult for a native seed drill to stay level and plant seed at the right depth. A blade or light disking may be necessary.

Seeding

· Spring seeding should be done between May 15 and June 30. Warm season grasses require soil temperatures of at least 50°F before germination begins.
· Fall seeding can be done after November 1 or when soil temperatures fall below 50°F.
· Seed at 1.5 times the rate when broadcasting.

Herbicide treatment

· If green up occurs before planting, an application of broadleaf herbicide 3 to 7 days prior will cut back competition of weeds. An additional treatment may be applied 5 to 7 days post planting.
· Always read and follow label directions.

For additional assistance or for personal recommendations, please contact us.
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Managing a Native Prairie: Post-Planting SPRING
[bookmark: _Hlk1475370][bookmark: _Hlk1979560]When establishing a native prairie planting, have patience. Weed control is a necessity the first two years.  Most planting failures occur from a lack of initial maintenance and clipping. However, once grasses become established little maintenance is required.

Year one

· Post-planting herbicide application: Can alleviate immediate competition from weeds and lead to quicker stand establishment for Spring plantings.
· Broadleaf herbicide 5 to 7 days after planting.
· Mowing: Necessary to control competition and provide sufficient sunlight to promote dense sod formation and plant vigor.
· Before seed heads appear, stalk chop or rotary/flail mow down to 5 to 8 inches when vegetation reaches 8 to 12 inches tall.
· Do not use forage cutter – it creates a blanket of cover, smothering existing vegetation.
· Continue to keep clipped at 5 to 8 inches through late summer.
· Have patience – Establishing a native prairie takes time. One cannot always expect to see prolific emergence of seed within the first year.

Years two and three

· Clip field 2 to 3 times in the second year.
· Mechanical and/or chemical maintenance may be necessary to control non-native and/or invasive species such as thistle.
· Always read and follow label directions.
· Spot mowing unwanted species before they go to seed can be an easy and effective way of keeping weeds at bay while your prairie becomes established.

Years four and five

· Burn in the spring or fall and outside the nesting season (May 15 to August 1).
· A fall burn is more beneficial for pollinator and forb species.
· Splitting up the acreage into 2 to 4 areas into a rotating burn plan will allow wildlife a place of refuge.
· If burning is not possible, mow down to a height of 6 to 8 inches.
· Mow or burn every 3 to 5 years afterwards.



For additional assistance or for personal recommendations, please contact us.
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Managing a Native Planting: Post-Planting FALL
When establishing a native prairie planting, have patience. Weed control is a necessity the first two years.  Most planting failures occur from a lack of initial maintenance and clipping. However, once established little maintenance is required.

Year one (Spring following fall planting)

· Mowing: Necessary to control competition and provide sufficient sunlight to promote dense sod formation and plant vigor.
· Before seed heads appear, stalk chop or rotary/flail mow down to 5 to 8 inches when vegetation reaches 8 to 12 inches tall.
· Do not use forage cutter – it creates a blanket of cover, smothering existing vegetation.
· Continue to keep clipped at 5 to 8 inches through late summer.
· Have patience – Establishing a native prairie takes time. Native plants can take 2-3 years to become fully established. Some forbs have double dormancy or require certain climatic conditions to germinate. 
· ***Do NOT spray***

Years two and three

· Clip field 2 to 3 times in the second year.
· Mechanical and/or chemical maintenance may be necessary to control non-native and/or invasive species such as thistle.
· Always read and follow label directions.
· Spot mowing unwanted species before they go to seed can be an easy and effective way of keeping weeds at bay while your prairie becomes established.

Years four and five

· Burn in the spring or fall and outside the nesting season (May 15 to August 1).
· A late spring burn (May) is more beneficial for warm season grass and fobs and will help manage cool season non-natives such as brome
· Splitting up the acreage into 2 to 4 areas into a rotating burn plan will allow wildlife a place of refuge.
· If burning is not possible, mow down to a height of 6 to 8 inches.
· Mow or burn every 3 to 5 years afterwards.


For additional assistance or for personal recommendations, please contact us.
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